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iitann, 5 nun's of monaural implication of tlu* vestibular nerve were 
observed, the .symptoms including dizziness, vertigo, and vomiting, 
a rotary nystagmus toward the sound side, with absence of calorie or 
rotation nystagmus; the evidences of vestibular implication began three 
hours, live hours, and three days after the injection. In 9 eases of aural 
implication in recent syphilis observed by Alexander, the disturbance 
of hearing occurred, in I ease in the thirteenth week, and in the others 
not until the fourth month; in no instance was the implication so seri¬ 
ous as in the cases reported by Finger, and the author is of the opinion, 
supported by the literature of the subject, that acute luetic neuritis 
is run* in the early stages of the disease. Of 12<() cases observed bv 
Riehl, there was but one in which the administration of arsenohenzo! 
was followed by evidence of implication of the auditory nerve anil these 
symptoms were transitory. 

Otosclerosis— Kmil Fhokschels (ZnitruIU. f. OhrathcHhundv , 
Ihitid ix. Heft C>). In a review of the contributions to the study of 
this subject, published within the last two years, since* the communi¬ 
cation of Hciinanu (Monabschr.f. OhraihcUhutulv, 1909), in which 
the characteristic symptoms of this disorder were defined and grouped, 
Krocschcls urges the importance of continued observation and inves¬ 
tigation into a subject which is commanding universal interest among 
otologists. The otosclerosis usually begins during adolescence, and is 
more common in women than in men, and progresses with increasing 
impairment of hearing accompanied by annoying subjective tinnitus, 
and occurs, in the great majority of cases, in both ears but not simul¬ 
taneously.^ In tin* typical form of the disease the drumhead exhibits 
no indication of catarrhal condition of the tympanopharvngeal tube 
and tympanum, nor evidence of adhesive process in the middle ear; 
not infrequently there is a roseate glow in the lower portion of tin* 
drumhead referable to injection of bloodvessels on the promontorv. 
In the early stage of the disease the tuning-fork tests indicate plainly 
the obstruction to sound transmission in the middle-ear sound trans¬ 
mitting apparatus' in the later stage the duration of hearing of the 
tuning fork by bone conduction is shortened and the hearing for high 
tones decreased, symptoms indicative of the secondary labyrinth im¬ 
plication; in this stage, also, dizziness is a not infrequent symptom, and 
occasionally vertigo, severe and of sudden onset. The principal local¬ 
ized abnormality is the bony ankylosis of the stapes and, in the ma¬ 
jority of eases, osseous newgrowth on the promontory, and, according 
to some observers, some other portions of the petrous*process. Huber- 
maim regards the tympanic mucosa as the starting point of the pro¬ 
liferous process, but I’olitzer, Siebemann, and many others hold that 
in the typical otosclerosis the tympanic mucosa is uniformly normal. 
Under favorable hygienic conditions the otosclerosis often remains 
stationary for considerable periods, growing rapidly worse, however, 
under the influence of excessive demands upon the nervous strength, 
as, for instance, during gestation. The disease is one but little amenable 
to treatment except in so far as general hygiene and moderate mobili¬ 
zation and moderate stimulation of the intratympanic circulation are 
concerned. Ihe paracusis willisii, which is not an infrequent accom¬ 
paniment of tills disorder, as of other disturbances in which stapes 
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nnkvlo.sis is an important factor, is explained l>v Urbantschitseh on 
the 1> :isis of an increased excitation of the auditory nerve, and by Polit- 
zer under the more tenable hypothesis of the increase in mobility of 
the stapes, and other portions of the sound-transmitting apparatus 
under the influence of the larger sound waves. The etiology of the 
disease is as yet undetermined. Among French authorities the distinc¬ 
tion between the catarrhal processes in the middle ear and the changes 
characteristic of the disease in question is not clearly marked. Politzer, 
Siebemann, and some others regard it as a disease entirely independent, 
in its origin, of the tympanic mucosa, but originating in the labyrinth 
capsuje itself with later implication of the tympanic contents. That 
heredity is an important factor has been noted by many observers, 
and especially by Hamtnerscldagg (Monatsschr. f. 0rhenhcilkun<Ic , 
1010, p. 709), who gives the report of families in which congenital 
deafness and otosclerosis were repeatedly exhibited. The discovery 
of the ^assermatin reaction led to a scries of investigations as to 
the possible relationship between otosclerosis and syphilis, but the 
sufficiently extensive investigation of Huscli, Zange, Arzt, and Oscar 
Heck in regard to this matter have definitely pronounced against any 
such causative relationship. 
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The Bactericidal Effect of Blood upon Pneumococci.—Doi.n [Arb. a. 
d. Knh. (ivsundh., April, 1911) presents his observations on the dfcct 
of serum and Mood on the pneumococcus. The blond serum of the 
laboratory animal is known to have no bactericidal effect on pneu¬ 
mococcus, but it had recently been found that human blood was actively 
bactericidal in ritro. Dold finds bactericidal substances varying in 
amount at different times, and highest in febrile patients. The whole 
Mood apparently is superior by far to the serum in bactericidal powers, 
and these qualities arc not destroyed by heat. The blood of laboratory 
animals fails to show these positive results, which fact is probably 
merely an indication of the susceptibility of different species to the 
pneumococcus. The bactericidal substance is probably existant as a 
luccin in the leukocytes, and is not secreted by them during their life. 


The Permanence of Atypical Characters of Bacillus Coll.—< kcil 
Revis (Ccntralbl.f. liuktr.riolngic , dc., Hand xxxi, Xo. 14) cites a strange 
observation with regard to changes undergone by Hacilius eoli under 
partial inhibition by malachite green. With weak solutions a number 
of forms of Hacilius eoli were almost entirely inhibited, but one grew 



